Renaissance and Humanism

Political Realism (1513/1532) Political Utopism (1516)




Thomas More

1478 — 1535
Lawyer

1504 (Parliamentarian)

1516 (Utopia), limited
reception

Inspired by Geographical
Discoveries

1529 — 1532 (Chancellor)
Henry the VIII.

1535 (executed for
disavow of Act of
Succession)

1935 Canonized
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England is Republic

* 1649 -1660

* General, signatory of
Charles |. execution

* Oliver Cromwell, Lord
protector 1653 — 1958

* Dictatorship
e Radical puritan

e Massacre of Catholics
(Ireland, Scotland)




Thomas Hobbes (1588 — 1679)

What is man? What is society? What is the state?
,Liberating” man, society, politics from ...

Negative anthropology (homo homini lupus + bellum
omnium contra omnes)

State of nature — no society, culture, development ...

Natural state/human condition: rights, free, equal,
autonomous (delegated to KING, no resistance)

Security state (non-violence, peace, progress)
Negative freedom — free of external obstacles
Concertation of power, state/monarch absolutistism
Political power/state man made

Modern legitimacy of Power/State
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~ From ThHursdap April 11. 10 dPanvap April 15, 1639,

Fis Day the Coronation of their Sacred.
Majefties King Pilliam and Queen Mary
‘was performed at Heftminfier in man-
lowing. Bth koo hpatiey 1

Whitehall, April 1.

Majefties being come from Whitehall fo Weftmin:
- and the Nobility, &c. berng put in Order by the
“They came down in State into Weeftmin(ter- hall,
he Swords and Spurs were pré[enied to Them.

swhich the Dean and Prebendaries’ of Weltminfter,
rought the Growns and otber Regalia, prefented them
 to Their Majefties; which, with the Swords -and
vere therenpon delivered ro tre Lords appointea to
127 -

- Thus Their Majeflies in Their Robes of Grimfon 7
King with s Cap, and the Sueen o Cerclet cn her
the Nobility in Crimifon Pelver Robes with their C
their Hands, and the veft of the 'Prﬂ:ﬂfa’:?z‘g in t}
Habits marched on foor upon Blew Cloth to Weftmin

all the Way and Houfes on each fide being Cromded
Numbers of Lgpfﬁarors expreffing their grear Joy
faétion by loud vepeated Acclamations.

Being Entred.the Chuych, and ak dily feated, t/.
Londan, who performed this great Solemnity, bega
Recognition, which ended with & mighty Sheut.
Majefties Offered, and the Lords vvko bore the Re
Jented® them at the Altar.. The Litany was [is
Bifhops, and. after the Epiftle, Golpgl, and Nicenc
Bijhop of Salisbury Preach’d on this Text, 2 Sam. 2.

After Sersmom Their Majefties took the Oath,
Conduited to their Regal Chairs placed on the The

«2hey might be mmore Gonfpicioxs to the Memnbers of 4
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| Comsmmons, who were [eated invhe North Grofs) wer,
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John Locke (1632 — 1704)

Two Treatises of Government (1689), A letter Concerning Toleration
Complex gnozeological system (innate ideas)

State of Nature — perfect freedom, but insecure

Greed, conflicts, uncertainty (Hobbes x Locke — less pessimistic)

Who to blame? Inequality, money ... humans

Civil Society (x war states) — civil/natural rights to life, liberty, property

Freedom under the Rule of Law, constituted freedom — liberty,
,Freedom must be limited in order to preserve it”

Political mechanisms to protect freedom, equality, human rights

State is an officer of the law, division of power, rule of law,
representative government

Social contact in 3 steps: society/community, governance, taxes
Right to remove unlawful or unjust government (civil disobedience)
Positive freedom: ability, opportunity, might

1776, 1789 — liberalism, constitutionalism, democracy



In CONGRESS, Jvy 4. 1776.
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Political Ideas x Political Reality

Giovanni Sartori/Theory of democracy
,Bad ideas hurt more than bad intentions”
Bad idealism, bad realism

|deas are ideals/idols — routes rather than
goals, things, or even rights/claims

Optimize not maximize our ideals

First and intermediary principles (Benjamin
Constant 1767 — 1830, critic of GFR)

Utopic realisms — Epistemological Reflexivity
(Anthony Giddens)



