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Introduction 
Today we will discuss Feminist Initiative (FI) - a unique political movement that emerged in Sweden dedicated 
to fighting for gender equality, social justice, and combating discrimination. FI is not just a party; it is a broad 
social movement that addresses various aspects of societal life and challenges established stereotypes and 
norms.

The history of FI began in 2005 when feminist activists united to create an alternative to traditional political 
parties which, in their view, were not effectively addressing gender equality issues. The founders of FI sought 
changes not only in legislation but also in the very structure of power and value systems. Feminist Initiative 
actively participates in Sweden's political life by engaging in elections and putting forward specific proposals 
for legislative changes benefiting women and minorities. They also focus on fostering an informed public 
dialogue about gender issues and violence against women.

During this presentation, we will delve into the history of FI, its political achievements, activism, and societal 
impact, as well as the movement's development prospects amidst contemporary challenges. Let's immerse 
ourselves deeper into the intriguing world of Feminist Initiative and its significant role in shaping Sweden's 
political landscape.



Here is detailed information about the Feminist Initiative
the Feminist Initiative (FI) is a Swedish political party founded on April 4, 2005 by 
Gudrun Schyman, a prominent Swedish feminist.

Spokespersons: Currently, the spokespersons for FI are Agnes Lundgren and Luis Lineo. 
They represent the party and handle public communications.

Founder: The founder of FI is Gudrun Schyman, one of the leading feminists in Sweden.

Headquarters: FI's headquarters is located in Stockholm.

Youth wing: The youth wing of FI is called "Young Feminists." They focus on engaging 
young people in feminist ideas and initiatives.

Membership: By 2017, FI's membership decreased to 5,500 individuals.

Political position: FI holds left-wing political views.

European affiliation: FI is a member of the European Feminist Parties Coordination 
Board.

European Parliament group: FI is part of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats group in the European Parliament.



History and 
development of 
women's rights

Voting Rights in the Era of Freedom (1718–1771):
● Women with tax status and guild membership had the right to 

vote.
● They participated in elections by more than a third, including 

municipal and parliamentary ones.
Women's Struggle for Equality in the 20th Century:

● Emergence of new feminist initiatives and organizations in 
Sweden.

● Establishment of special schools to educate women about 
politics.

Pan-European Women's Rights Movements:
● Beginning of the struggle for women's suffrage in the 20th 

century.
Impact of Neutrality Principle on Gender Equality:

● The principle of neutrality in Sweden's foreign policy since 1814 
influenced social and political development.

● Support for gender equality from the Social Democratic Party 
government.

Social and Economic Factors Increasing Women's Role:
● Heightened interest in involving women in the workforce in the 

1970s-80s.
● Development of government policies to balance motherhood and 

work.
Gender Equality Policy in Sweden:

● Development of a legal framework to balance the rights of 
women and men.

● Adoption of laws on gender-neutral parental leave and other 
measures to ensure equality.

FI arose in response to the perceived 
ineffectiveness of traditional political parties in 
addressing gender equality issues. The founders of 
FI sought changes not only in legislation, but also 
in the structure of power and social values. The 
idea behind FI was to create an alternative 
platform where the concerns of women and 
minorities could be actively heard and addressed.



Political achievements
Participation in Elections and Parliamentary Seats:

● FI first fielded candidates in the European Parliament elections in 
2009 and garnered 5.7% of the votes, which was not enough to secure a 
seat but demonstrated substantial support.

● In 2014, FI successfully crossed the threshold and obtained seats in 
the Swedish Parliament, with 43 FI candidates receiving 3.1% of the 
votes and securing 1 seat in parliament.

Raising Awareness and Discussing Gender Issues:
● FI's involvement in politics has contributed to raising awareness 

about gender issues and initiating discussions on important topics 
such as equal rights, sexism, and violence against women.

● FI actively advocates for gender equality and influences public 
discourse in Sweden, drawing attention to gender inequality issues.

Supporting Legislative Initiatives:
● FI supports bills and initiatives aimed at combating violence against 

women, ensuring equal opportunities in education and employment, 
protecting LGBTQ+ rights, and other gender-related issues.

● FI's initiatives contribute to legislative changes and policies aimed at 
creating a more just and inclusive society.

Promoting Equality and Challenging Stereotypes:
● FI's involvement in politics promotes equality and challenges 

stereotypes about the roles of women and men in society.
● FI actively opposes sexist and discriminatory practices, contributing 

to the creation of a more equitable and tolerant society in Sweden. *The founder of the Feminist Initiative 
in Sweden is Gudrun Schitz



Activism and Campaigns by FI in 
Sweden

● Campaign Organization: FI organizes rallies, street 
actions, and utilizes social media to raise awareness 
about gender equality issues.

● Participation in Events: FI members actively participate 
in rallies and demonstrations, advocating for legislative 
improvements and rights protection.

● Media Outreach: FI uses the media to spread feminist 
ideas and shape public opinion.

● Influencing Public Opinion: FI conducts educational 
events and campaigns to raise awareness about 
gender equality and violence against women.

● Youth Engagement: FI motivates young people to 
participate in the fight for gender equality and women's 
rights.

● Collaboration with Other Groups: FI collaborates with 
unions, student organizations, and other groups to 
achieve common goals in improving women's statu



Сonflicts and resistance

Political Pressure and Opposition: Initially, FI faced strong political pressure and 
opposition from established parties. For instance, during its formation and participation in 
elections, FI encountered significant opposition from conservative and centrist parties, 
fearing the loss of electoral support due to feminist ideas.
Protests and Attacks: FI activists faced threats and physical attacks from opponents of 
gender equality. There were instances of assaults on FI activists during rallies or events.
Reaction from Religious Groups: Certain religious groups protested against FI's feminist 
ideas, especially concerning reproductive rights and family values.
Political Competition: FI encountered tough competition with other political parties for 
voter support, leading to strained relations and conflicts, particularly during election 
periods.
Social Rejection and Established Stereotypes: Some segments of society did not support 
feminist ideas and opposed gender equality based on entrenched stereotypes and prejudices.



Support

Jane Fonda: In 2006, American actress Jane Fonda 
participated in the FI's campaign. Her involvement helped 
draw public attention to feminist ideas and the party's goals.

Benny Andersson: Former member of the legendary group ABBA, Benny 
Andersson, made a substantial contribution to supporting FI. In 2009, he 
donated a significant sum of 1 million Swedish kronor to the party, 
providing crucial financial support. He also supported the party during the 
2014 elections, demonstrating his belief in its values and direction

In March 2015, Norway established a party inspired by Sweden's Feminist Initiative 
(FI), following a similar model. This development highlights the international impact 
and significance of feminist movements that extend beyond national boundaries. 
This shows how Sweden's FI has influenced and inspired feminist activism in 
neighboring countries, reflecting broader support and resonance for feminist 
principles and goals across borders.



Conclusion 
In conclusion, achieving gender equality and supporting feminist initiatives require a 
comprehensive approach through legal, educational, economic, political, and research measures. 
Establishing strong legal frameworks against gender discrimination, educating people about 
equality, supporting women in business, increasing women's representation in politics, and 
studying gender inequality issues are all necessary to create a fairer and more inclusive society.

Integrating these approaches into an overall strategy will help us make significant strides towards 
gender equality. It is important to continuously monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of our 
actions.

Only through the combined efforts of governments, civil society organizations, academics, and 
ordinary people can we achieve real progress and create a world where every individual has equal 
opportunities and rights, regardless of gender.
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